
In my experience in seeing kids over 
the last 23 years in select baseball, 
I have come to the conclusion 

that a “Verbal Commitment” has 
magnified a diluted version of 
the word commitment in a flawed 
recruiting system. 

I have been fortunate enough to 
send a few kids to play college baseball 
and I know first-hand what goes on 
behind the scenes when a kid gives his 
commitment to a school. Don’t get 
me wrong, committing to the dream 
school of your choice is a big deal and 
if you’re fortunate enough to have the 
opportunity, then a lot of pressure has 
been lifted off your shoulders in regards 
to playing at the next level. 

Or so you think? 

Giving a verbal commitment is 
both good and bad for the player and 
the school. There are always pros and 
cons to everything. There is a stat that 
says 6 out of 10 players that give an 
early verbal commitment actually step 
foot on campus their freshman year. 
With that said, 40-percent of the kids 
who gave an early commitment never 
made it to campus. That is a staggering 
number, so what did the verbal 
commit actually mean?

There are several different factors that a 
kid and/or school decided to go into a 
different direction after the gentleman 

handshake was first agreed upon. 
Issues such as being disciplined by the 
law, going crazy on Social Media, poor 
academic performance, and a severe 
decline in your baseball ability give a 
college program an easy way to back out 
of the handshake.

See that is the point here, verbal 
commitments don’t mean anything 
if you think you’re done after 
the commitment. It is vital in your 
development to continue to grow as a 
good citizen, good student and continue 
to work as hard as possible to become a 
better a player. 

Also, the worst thing a kid can do 
is to use the school to leverage that 
into other opportunities, trust me 
that’s bad karma. You essentially are a 
representative of the school without a 
contract, and if you do something to 
embarrass the program, you will become 
part of that 40-percent statistic. Until 
you sign a National Letter of Intent, 
nothing is for certain.

So why do elite college baseball 
programs make offers to freshmen 
and even 8th graders? That is crazy 
to me and I still can’t believe how much 
recruiting has changed over the last 
few years. I absolutely disagree in kids 
committing at that early of an age. 

What I don’t like is college programs 
committing kids outside their means 

or over-recruiting, that is bad karma 
too. However, locking up highly-ranked 
dudes early before they really hit the 
recruiting circuit is critical. 

In college baseball, if you don’t win, the 
next job may be in a corporate office 
building. Recruiting is the lifeblood to 
coaches keeping their jobs and providing 
for their families. Find me a consistent 
great coach that doesn’t consistently 
have great players. They don’t exist. 
College programs have to keep up with 
the Joneses and committing the best kids 
early is essential in staying elite as a 
program. I understand that these college 
coaches are in a difficult predicament.

I want to wish everyone the best of 
luck as they start the 2016 Spring 
season. Always remember, “If you hit, 
You don’t sit.” Quit crying and go 
earn your spot. Look for our Showcase 
tryouts in May and please follow us 
on Twitter - @BanditoBaseball and 
Instagram - @banditosbaseball.

VERBAL COMMITMENTS
BEHIND THE SCENES!
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